
Manitowoc County to Update General Zoning Ordinance 

Manitowoc County is beginning the process of updating its General Zoning Ordinance 
and corresponding map. The intent of the project is to provide a comprehensive review 
and update to the Zoning Ordinance that was originally adopted in 1965 and address the 
present day land use issues facing Manitowoc County. In addition the update will ensure 
that zoning regulations are reasonably consistent with the goals and objectives identified 
within the Manitowoc County 20-Year Comprehensive Plan that was adopted by the 
Manitowoc County Board in 2009.  

Required by State law, a Comprehensive Plan is a document that provides policy 
direction for land use, housing, economic development, transportation, public services, 
and public facilities. Updating the Zoning Ordinance is an important next step that will 
ensure that updates made to the General Zoning Ordinance are consistent with the 
County’s Comprehensive Plan, while also taking into consideration the adopted local 
comprehensive plans for the 15 towns under the County’s General Zoning Ordinance. 
Zoning ordinances establish the detailed rules for what and where things can be built, and 
how a project will be reviewed before being constructed. Many of the goals and 
objectives listed in the County comprehensive plan and adopted town plans are translated 
by way of Zoning Ordinance standards that, in turn, regulate land development. 

The update process will involve direct interaction with local and county officials, and is 
designed to allow several access points where the public can be involved, either through 
direct comments about the existing zoning ordinance requirements, or existing zoning 
processes, or by commenting on the reports and recommendations for any proposed 
changes. Comments are appreciated, as they are considered helpful in developing any 
proposed changes that better reflect the visions for all of the various unincorporated 
communities within Manitowoc County. The update to the General Zoning Ordinance is 
anticipated to be completed by June of 2011. A timeline for this project along with draft 
materials will be available through the Bay-Lake Regional Planning Commission 
website:  http://www.baylakerpc.org.  

Please contact any of the following for questions regarding this project.  

Bay-Lake Regional Planning Commission: 
Brandon Robinson, Community Planner III 
441 South Jackson Street 
Green Bay, WI 54301 
Phone:  (920) 448-2820 
Email:  brobinson@baylakerpc.org 
 
 
Manitowoc County Planning and Zoning: 
Timothy Ryan, Director 
4319 Expo Drive, PO Box 610 
Manitowoc, WI 54221 
Phone (920) 683-4185 
Email: timryan@co.manitowoc.wi.us 


